What is EAST and is it for You?

Attention EAST Students:

Welcome to the CHS EAST Lab! You have enrolled in a problem solving, critical thinking class. EAST sets a completely different set of expectations than what you are used to in “traditional classes”. EAST focuses on the PROBLEMS you encounter in completing projects, not the projects themselves. What you learn from trial and error experiences is what we focus on in EAST.
We have some really cool software that can do a lot of fascinating things, and we will ATTEMPT to do some interesting community projects. Along the way, we will run into a whole bunch of problems that MUST be solved…and YOU are going to solve them. You should ALWAYS TRY to solve the problem. It doesn’t matter how big or small the problem, and it doesn’t matter if you don’t have a CLUE about how to fix it. In this EAST Lab, you are graded on your willingness to TRY to work toward solving a problem. 

Teamwork is a vital part of this class and if you don’t depend on your fellow classmates for help, you may be stuck in a rut all year long. You should always try to troubleshoot problems yourself, but if you are truly “stuck”, there are MANY options for help available to you. There will NEVER be a problem in this EAST Lab that can’t be solved. We have an enormous support system built right into the class.
As a facilitator, I can occasionally give you advice, I can ask you questions, I can sometimes tell you where to start looking to find the answer, but STUDENTS have to solve the problems. I cannot TELL you how to fix a problem. I cannot SHOW you how to fix a problem. YOU must take the initiative to figure out how to solve the problems that arise.  
You and the rest of your classmates are the teachers in this lab. Don’t get overwhelmed with this thought. We take one tiny step at a time until the learning stops. Work as a team to solve problems and share the knowledge of what you learn with others. That is what EAST is all about. You will gain VALUABLE skills that will help you for the rest of your life. No matter what path you chose in the future, getting from point A to point B while learning to troubleshoot everything in between is a life skill that is in high demand everywhere. 

We’ll take our learning one step at a time and eventually we’ll reach our goal. We’re going to have a lot of fun while learning in an environment that’s different than any other class you’ve ever experienced. I’m so glad you have chosen to be a part of something special here at CHS! 
